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Editor’s note 
 
This volume contains fifty of the one hundred and ten papers that were presented at 
the 18th International Symposium on Theoretical and Applied Linguistics, held in 
Thessaloniki, 4-6 May 2007. We were proud to receive more than 170 abstracts in the 
initial stage. After the reviewing process, some 130 papers were approved and the 
present volume contains a selection of those that were actually presented at the 
Symposium and were then submitted for publication. The 18th ISTAL appreciates all 
the papers presented and we hereby thank all speakers, whether they submitted a 
paper for publication or not. Clearly, a special debt is owed to our reviewers – both 
external and internal – for devoting their time to reviewing the abstracts and, where 
necessary, the submitted papers. The authors of each paper are primarily responsible 
for the final form of their contribution, as they were all asked to approve their texts 
after making editorial changes. 
     I would also like to thank our invited speakers who were so kind as to accept our 
invitation to travel to Thessaloniki and deliver plenary presentations based on their 
research in various fields of Theoretical and Applied Linguistics: Harald Clahsen, 
Michel DeGraff, Roberta Facchinetti, Claudia Felser , Liliane Haegeman, Ken 
Hyland, Marianne Nikolov, and Frank Palmer. Special thanks are due to Liliane 
Haegeman and Frank Palmer who have also offered their papers for publication. 
These constitute Part A of the present volume. Part B (Papers in English) contains 38 
contributions and the volume concludes with 10 papers in Part C (Papers in Greek). I 
should thank the authors of all these papers for their contribution to the success of the 
symposium and for following editorial guidelines and keeping to often pressing 
deadlines.  
     Along with the general session, the Symposium hosted two thematic events 
(following the tradition set up at the 17th ISTAL in 2005): the 3rd International 
Conference on Modality in English and the Workshop on Learning Strategies and 
Teaching Strategies for Autonomy. The Modality papers will hopefully appear in a 
separate volume soon, whereas most of the Strategies papers have been included in 
this volume. 
     On behalf of the Organising Committee I would like to thank all the members of 
the Department of Theoretical and Applied Linguistics and the School of English for 
their assistance and support. Special thanks are due to Efi Kapetanaki, Dafni 
Moustaklidou and Chryssoula Papiopoulou for secretarial assistance and to Tasos 
Paschalis for technical support. We are also grateful to all our sponsors for their 
generous financial support and to the team of students of the School of English who 
helped with the organisation of the symposium. 
     As chair of the Organising Committee, I feel I must thank all members for their 
contribution to the success of the symposium, their hard work and outstanding 
performance. They were an amazing team, and I am indebted to them. The final 
stages of editing and proofreading have benefited greatly by the assistance provided 
by Maria Kaltsa, Vassiliki Lefka and Angelina Sophiadi, graduate students at the 
School of English. The Greek Ministry of Education has offered an additional grant 
for the publication of this volume. Finally, Monochromia, the Danos brothers and 
their staff have also been particularly helpful with all printing matters during the event 
and the publication process. 
     The 18th ISTAL was held twenty years after the 1st Symposium organized by the 
Department of Theoretical and Applied Linguistics in 1987. Initially held on an 
annual basis (up to 2001), the ISTAL has become established as a recognizable event 
that clearly extends beyond the borders of Greece. The Departmental website will 
host all information related to our future meetings. 
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